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FoITOPIALS

hank you so much for picking up a copy of this newsletter. It
promises to be an exciting read for you. This is the 2nd

production for this executive year.

In this issue, we have an interview with an elder
statesman, who has his name written in gold in the annals of both
public and private endeavours. This is in person of Dr S.A Oniyangi,
former Secretary to the Military Government and Head of Service
of Kwara state. We also have an article on 'Healthcare financing in
Nigeria' from Dr Akande T.M, (Consultant Epidemiologist and
Associate Professor) which is quite educative. From a surgical
point of view, Prof. Solagberu writes on Trends in Surgical
Management of Road Traffic Injuries in Nigeria', which gives well
researched facts and statistics on this very topical issue. '‘Medical
Ethics, the Law and relationships with colleagues’, is the topic of
an address given by a medical elder, Dr Ali Babata, (Consultant
urologist) on the occasion of a Welcoming Ceremony organised for
fresh Doctors practicing in Kwara State on 14" February, 2009. 'Our
dear women folk, our future lies with us’ have been well taken
care of by Dr (Mrs) Akande H.J, the president of MWAN, Kwara
State chapter.

A full pictorial coverage of the NMA Annual Delegate
Meeting which was held in Abeokuta, Ogun state between 22™ to
26" April, 2009 is included. This together with the NMA Kwara,
AGM, which took place in the State banquet hall on the 30" of July
2009, give some visual stimulation. The Chairman's remarks and
the Secretariat report also feature.

We have tried to be innovative in this edition and Dr
f Ademola Adeyeye, explores the views of a cross-section of
' individuals on 'Industrial Actions Or Inactions: Industry Building
Or Breaking?'. Dr Yemisi Adegboye (nee Efuntoye) also writes a
piece on Orphans.

We have included our regulars, Clinicoradiology quiz,
contributed by Drs Rahman G.A and Abdulkadir, Jokes contributed
by Dr Kadri B.M.D and Omokanye H.K.

Kindly enjoy this edition as the taste of the pudding is only in the
eating.

Yours truly,

A— DrAdebola, S.0.
Editor, NMAKwara.
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SPEECH BY CHAIRMAN OF THE
NIGERIAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION
(NMA), KWARA STATE BRANCH
AT THE DINNER/AWARD NITE IN
HONOUR OF HIS EXCELLENCY
GOVERNOR ABUBAKAR BUKOLA
SARAKI ON THE 30™ JULY, 2009

PROTOCOL

The Executive Governor
of Kwara State, Dr
Abubakar Bukola Saraki
Members of the State
Executive Council
Honourable members of
the KWHA.

Royal fathers present
Distinguished members
of the NMA, invited
guests, members of the
press, all protocols duly
and respectably observed

The Nigerian Medical Association,
is a professional association
comprising of various affiliates:
Medical and Dental Consultants'
Association of Nigeria (MDCAN),
Association of Residents Doctors
(ARD), Association of General and
Private Medical Practitioners of
Nigeria (AGPMPN), National
Association Government General
Medical and Dental Practitioners
of Nigeria (NAGGMDPN),
Association of Medical and Dental
Officers in Basic Medical Sciences
(AMDOBAMS), National Association
of Doctors in University Health
Service (NADUHS) and Medical
Women Association of Nigeria
(MWAN). The Nigerian Medical
Association (NMA) was formed
some years ago with a vision as a
formidable professional body
committed to fostering effective
and efficient healthcare delivery,
high ethical standards, and the
interest of its members. The
Nigerian Medical doctor is
committed to service of their
patients and humanity as a whole.
The NMA is a major stakeholder in
healthcare delivery in the country.
the face of economic and socio-
itical challenges, we have

continued to contribute our quota
to enhance development in
Nigeria through the provision of
quality healthcare, within the
confines of the ethics of the
medical profession, and available
resources.

The NMA has a tradition of holding
her Annual General Meeting (AGM)
which comes up in July of every
year with a scientific conference
and an annual dinner.

This year's scientific conference
and annual dinner is unique in
many ways first, the theme of this
years conference is Healthcare
Financing in Nigeria with of sub-
theme of Community Health
financing in Kwara State:
Experience from Shonga and
Lafiagi.

You will all agree with me that our
fortunes in the heath sector is
dwindling with our dear country
Nigeria having poor heath indices
such as high material and child
mortality, high disease burden of
malaria , TB, HIV/AIDS and cancer
etc.

Government at all levels, in
conjunction with all stake
holders, will need to take urgent
and pragmatic steps to address
the dwindling fortunes in the
health sector, with a view of
reversing these poor health
indices such quality training and
retraining of all health workers,
provision of up- to- date and state
of the art medical equipments (for
the diagnosis and treatment of
endemic, emerging and
reemerging diseases) re-
orientation of health workers,
payment of appropriate wages,
motivation of heath workers and
above all adequate financing of
health care.

The NMA notes with satisfaction
and appreciation the positive
impact your Excellency
programmes have made in the
lives of Kwarans under your
leadership particularly in the
areas of infrastructural

developments, agriculture,
housing, health care delivery to
mention just a few. These
programmes have gone a long way
towards achieving the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs) and
satisfying the World Health
Organization (WHO) definition of
Health which is a state of
complete physical, mental, and
social well being and not just the
absence of disease or infirmity. |
want to submit that the
community health financing in
Kwara State is working and it is
impacting positively on the lives of
the benefiting communities in
Shonga and Afon.

Your Excellency sir, in the light of
the above, the State Executive
Council (SEC) of NMA and the
congress unanimously resolved to
honour you with the award of a
distinguished medical ambassador
of NMA. | wish you long life, good
health, and many years of service
to humanity.

Long live NMAKwara

Long live Kwara State

Long live Federal Republic of
Nigeria.

Dr. OLOKOBA A.B
MBBS,FWACP,DTMH(LONDON), M
PH,MBA

Appreciation:

The chairman and the
entire doctors practicing in
Kwara state, hereby
express our profound
appreciation to the
Executive Governor of

Kwara State, Dr Bukola
Saraki, for his unflinching
support to the association
and the 1million naira cash
donation to the successful
hosting of the 2009 NMA

Kwara AGM .
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SECRETARIAT REPORT FOR THE YEAR 2008-
2009. PRESENTED AT THE NMA KWARA AGM
2008 HELD ON 30" JULY, 2009 AT STATE
BANQUET HALL OPPOSITE GOVERNMENT
HOUSE KWARA STATE ILORIN.

Preamble/Protocol
The Chairman, past Chairmen,

Medical Elders and the entire members of
NMA. All other protocols duly observed.

The present Executives of the NMA Kwara
State Erunth were elected in fo office on July
19", 2008. It is stating the obvious that, in the
last one year, our association has recorded
unprecedented achievements in recent times.
Let me seize your aftention as | take you
through a year journey of countless success
stories in the area of structural facelift,
doseness o the State Government, successful
tackling of challenges from the UBA loan
facility for members and sustenance of the
achievements of the last executives.

L STRUCTURAL FACELIFT OF NMA
SECRETARIAT

The entire NMA secretariat has
been given a comprehensive structural facelift.
Total de-roofing of the building and
immediate replacement with aluminum
roofing sheets and plastic ceiling of the main
hall were done eight months ago to put to an
end to the recalcitrant leaking roof of the
secretariat. This project was carried out with
the N1.8 Million Naira loan taken by NMA
from UBA.

About two months ago secretariat
renovation committee, comprising of Drs.
Aiyejumoh, Adebola and Fowotade was set up
to carry out painting of the entire secretariat to
be jointly financed gy NMA and MDCN, acquire
a new split 2HP A/C for the Chairman's office
and furnishing of the same office. Only the
furnishingis yet o be campletelyexe{uterr.

2. CLOSENESS TO THE STATE GOVERNMENT

The present NMA Executive led by
Dr. Olokoba was able to establish a long-
awaited relationship with State Government
through advocacy, lobbying, and constructive
engagements with government on health
issues and welfare of medical personnel. This
?reuﬂy changed the disposition of government
avorably towards our association which has
been openly demonstrated by the new 18-
seater bus given to NMA and 2 slots for hajj
ﬂEpmved for the association on yearly basis.
The magnanimity of the Eovernmem to the
association was crowned by the tremendous
support towards the ongoing AGM 2009
adivities both in kind and in cash..

NMA Kwara State is now being consulted by
the State Government on health issues for our
professional input.

It is also instructive to note that the
State Government has intimated the
association of her desire to elevate the medical
facilities in some seledted state hospitals and
also to employ specialists in order to deliver

improved medical services to the masses.
Already, letter of advertisement for those posts
have been sent to NMA secretariat which has
since been sent to all the
Affiliates.
3. CORPORATE RESPONSIBILITY
NMA contributed to the

alleviation of sufferings of the victims of
flooding of Asa River that happened during
the last year raining season. Tﬁe victims were
relocated to the Muslims' hajj camp at Adewole
where the association made donations of food
items and toiletries materials.
4, WELFARE PACKAGE

. The present executive
has been able to improve the welfare of
doctors in the service of State Government
through positive engagements with the
dynamic State Commissioner for Health.
Infact, the doctors now enjoy a 15% pay rise
after a bipartite meeting between the NMA
and the State Ministry of Health. The meeting
also sensitized the government to future
upward salary review.
i Also doctors in the service of the
University of llorin now earn full call duty
allowance through a successful negotiation
with the authority of the University.
ii. The association sought and
obtained two expanse of land adjacent to UITH
permanent site for members to buy and
develop. The two phases has been allocated to
the beneficiaries except for minor hitches
which being redtified. Because the available
land was oversubscribed for, the last AGM
mandated the NMA land committee to seek for
the third phase which has been acquired and
members have started paying for desired
number of plots.
Iv. Repayment of the UBA loan faility
which the last executive disbursed to members
is still on going with the successful liquidation
of the first batch beneficiaries last May. We
have been able to maintain a constant low
interest rate on the loan facility despite FG
backed hike in the bank interest rate and this
was achieved through a robust negotiation
between the association and the UBA.
5.MDCN PRACTICE FEES
The central collation system that was met on
ground is being sustained. The secretariat
coordinates the collection of the forms and the
fees. This is promptly sent to the Resident
Representative of MDCN in Kwara State, Dr.
Fagbayi. The receipts and the cerfificates are
promptly dispatched to the affiliates as they
arrive,
The state now has MDCN monitoring
committee headed by Dr Fagbayi. The
committee met once since the inception of the
current executives. However, inspection and
monitoring of private hospital has not started.
6. REMUNERATION AND WAGES
The association has been able to pay all her
staff up till date. Leave bonus has uillsa been

Secretaniat
REPORT

paid. Recently there was upward review of
salary for all the secretariat staff to boost their
morale and motivate them o work harder.

7. STATE OFFOCERS
(SOC)/EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (SEC)

MEETINGS

The 2008/2009 executive year had
two SOC, three SEC and two ESEC meetings
with, four Ordinary General and two
Emergency General Meetings. The adfivities of
the association were organized and carried out
by the respective officers in accordance with the
collective decisions taken at such meefings
usin? the provisions of the association stafe
bye-law as our guide.

New Deputy Chairman for the association was
elected in February fo replace the then
incumbent who relocated from the State.

8. NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
(NEC) MEETING AND ADM, EDM

The state branch of the NMA
attended all NEC meefings and ADM. The
meetings were held in Awka, Gombe and
Abeokuta. A meeting of all state Chairmen
national NMA NOC and the Honourable
Minister of Health and EDM were also held in
Abujo about two months ago. The issues
discussed af those meetings have been related
to the members of our great association.

The Kwara NMA was involved in the decision of
the NMA national on the issuance of
ultimatum to the FG on the restoration of MSS
and MSSS for Nigerian Doctors at the
Abeokuta ADM Whit?l. The MSS/MSSS which
the NMA has been pursuing in the last eleven
years may soon come fo a reality by the end of
September.

9. DEATH OF ONE OF THE SECRETARIAT
STAFE

During the out gone year, a
member of our secretariat staff died after a
brief illness. He is Mr Rahim Ibrahim, a
security man. May his soul restin peace.
ACKNOWLEDGMENT

| wish to appreciate the tremendous
zeal of the chairman in taking the association
this far.

My thanks also go to the SOC and
SEC members for their efforts and
contributions in the area of secretariat
activities.

| must also show my appreciations
to the secretariat staff for the support at
various times, odd and even.

Itis imperative for me to appreciate
all members of this association ?or their
support, encouragement and valuable advice.

My sincere gratitude goes to the ex-
officio | and Il for their timely advice privately
and publicly which has camribuleg to the
smooth running of secretariat acfivities.

Finally, | wish to appreciate my
family for their patience and Almighty God for

His grace. -

Thankyou.
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